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01 My school’s drama club is preparing Shakespeare’s play The Merchant

x
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p.057~062

of Venice so that we can perform it at our school festival in August, and
| have the best role: Portia.

02 Portia is one of the most significant female characters in Shakespeare’s
plays.

03 She isn’t just some princess in a palace.

04 She runs off to Venice, pretends to be a lawyer, and saves the life of
her husband’s friend Antonio by arguing his case at a trial.

05 Anyway, the more | practice the play, the more closely | seem to follow
her path in Venice.

06 This year my parents are celebrating their 20th wedding anniversary.

07 This is why we have been planning to take a special family trip for
several years.

08 Finally, with summer vacation about to start, we discussed travel
destinations.

09 Naturally the first thing | suggested was Venice.

10 My younger sister and my parents were all excited about seeing the
canals and gondolas, so they agreed right away.

11 | can’t believe it!

12 We’re going to see the real Venice.

13 It will be like the theater come to life!

14 This morning we flew into the airport and came to the island by water
taxi.

15 After the long flight, it was refreshing to travel across the water by
boat.

16 Our driver even let my younger sister take a turn steering the boat, and
she was thrilled!

17 At last | stepped into Venice with a pounding heart, just like Portia.

18 The first thing that impressed me about the city was how colorful it
was.

19 The walls were covered with bright blues, greens, oranges and every
other color.

20 We stayed at a building that used to be a palace hundreds of years ago.

21 It was a home turned into a bed-and-breakfast and was run by a very
sweet old lady.

22 The lady told us a lot about the palace and the area as well.

23 By the time we were ready for dinner, | was extremely hungry.

24 'm glad | was so hungry because we went to Dalla Marisa, a traditional
Italian restaurant.

25 There are no menus at the restaurant.

26 The guests simply eat whatever Marisa is cooking that day.

27 Since it was Tuesday, we had fresh fish with bread and salad.

28 There was far more than | could eat, but it was all delicious.

29 My mother said, “You can’t say you have been to Venice unless you
have ridden a gondola,” so we all climbed into one of the famous
boats.

30 Our gondolier sang ‘O Sole Mio’ as the boat floated down a canal, and
his powerful voice sounded nearly professional.

31 After the gondola ride, we took another boat to the Island of Murano,
which is famous for its glass-blowers.

32 We visited a glass factory and watched an artist melt glass in a very hot

oven.

33 | couldn’t believe how he was able to make the hot lump of glass into
an elegant horse with just a few skillful movements of his tools.

34 Another thing we had to see while in Venice was the mask shops.

35 Like glass—blowing, the craft of mask-making has been considered an
art in Venice for hundreds of years.

36 Our trip to the mask shop did not disappoint us.

37 There were dozens of masks in all different colors and designs.

38 My father said, “Why don’t you pick out a mask to take home?

39 It would be a great souvenir.”

40 So my sister picked a green mask with a long nose, and | chose a mask
with gold patterns around the eyes.

41 When | put the mask on, | felt like | was the character Portia, hiding her
identity, ready to save the day.

42 On the third day, we took a tour of the city with a tour guide named
Piero.

43 We started in St. Mark’s Square, the cultural center of Venice.

44 From there, we could see St. Mark’s Basilica, a huge cathedral, holding
hundreds of dazzling mosaics and fantastic works of art.

45 Right next to St. Mark’s Basilica is Doge’s Palace, and we went inside.

46 One of the most impressive rooms was the Four Doors Room.

47 It was filled with paintings of Greek and Roman myths.

48 My favorite painting was Neptune Offering Gifts to Venice, which shows
the mythological god of the sea, Neptune, giving treasures of the sea
to the city of Venice.

49 Then our tour guide took us to the Compass Room.

50 When he explained that this was where trials were held long ago, |
could imagine myself as Portia entering the Compass Room to defend
‘the merchant of Venice.’

51 A pound of that merchant’s flesh is yours.

52 Most rightful judge!

53 Wait a minute.

54 There is something else.

55 This contract gives you not a drop of blood.

56 It only gives ‘a pound of flesh.’

57 If you spill one drop of blood,

58 Then by the laws of Venice,

59 You will lose everything you have.

60 Is that the law?

61 When we walked out of the Compass Room and across the Bridge of
Sighs, we could see the charming canal that flows under the bridge,
leading to the prison.

62 On our way back to the bed-and-breakfast, our tour guide told us,
“Venice was built on wet and muddy land by people who were trying to
escape from armies from the north and east.”

63 When | heard that, | was quite surprised.

64 Who would have thought that this city, born from tears and suffering,
would turn into a place of such great beauty?

65 I’'m writing on the airplane, on my way home.

66 As | look down at Venice from the sky and see the canals, | realize that
this city is one of a kind.

67 Now that | have seen the actual city, I’'m even more excited about
acting in Shakespeare’s play.

68 Our trip to Venice was short, and it’s already time to say goodbye.

69 However, | will treasure these memories forever.
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01 Franz Kafka is best known as one of the most important writers of the
20th century.

02 His novels such as The Castle and The Trial have been widely read for
decades.

03 However, some people also credit him as a pioneer in helmet design.

04 As a young man, Kafka worked at an insurance company.

05 Part of his job involved learning about the injuries suffered by people
working at dangerous jobs.

06 Sometime between 1910 and 1912, he is believed to have invented
the hard hat, a light helmet designed to protect against falling objects
in factories.

07 As time passed, numerous innovations were made, making today’s
helmets much safer and stronger than Kafka’s original design.

08 They are built to survive massive impacts while remaining light enough
for wearers to play sports or do their jobs.

09 Another innovation is that while old-style helmets were heavy and
bulky, causing neck pain, today’s helmets are lighter and more
comfortable for the wearer.

10 This is important because people are much more likely to wear helmets
if they are comfortable.

11 Despite all these innovations, helmets are still far from perfect.

12 Sports players as well as workers at construction sites, factories,
and other dangerous work environments frequently experience brain
injuries due to the force and frequency of blows to the head.

13 Doctors believe that repeated blows to the brain can cause a variety of
physical and mental problems later in life.

14 This is why some scientists believe it is so important to study
woodpeckers.

15 They hammer their beaks into trees at speeds of over 20 kilometers per
hour.

16 They can peck about 20 times per second.

17 On average, they knock their heads against hard surfaces about 12,000
times every day.

18 Each one of those impacts is about 100 times as powerful as a hit that
would cause serious brain injury to a human.

19 Yet somehow, woodpeckers never suffer any physical or mental
damage.

20 This was the very question that interested two Korean scientists, Sang-
Hee Yoon and Sungmin Park: How do woodpeckers manage to avoid
hurting themselves as they pound away at hard surfaces?

21 The scientists studied woodpeckers closely, and learned that the birds
have spongy bones in the frontal part of their skulls.

22 Woodpeckers also have beaks that are hard yet flexible.

23 They also noticed that there is very little space for a woodpecker’s
brain to move around inside its skull.

24 The scientists concluded that the flexibility of the various parts of a
woodpecker’s head helps to absorb shocks, which softens the blow of
impacts.

25 The researchers decided to build a mechanical device that would
imitate the functions of a woodpecker’s spongy bone and flexible beak.

26 Their goal was to improve black boxes, the devices on airplanes that
keep detailed records of each flight.

27 Black boxes are used to find out the causes of airplane crashes, so they
must be able to endure the impact of falling from the sky.

28 The researchers placed the black box’s recording device inside an
aluminum container tightly packed with tiny pieces of glass.

29 This was done to reproduce the effect of the spongy bone in a
woodpecker’s skull.

30 They also covered the container with a layer of rubber to absorb shocks
and then covered the whole thing with a layer of steel.

31 The project was a great success: The new black box was 60 times more
protective than older types.

32 From the positive and exciting results of the black box project came
another realization: If woodpecker-inspired technology worked so
well to protect black boxes, it would probably also work well in the
improvement of helmet design.

33 Two Chinese scientists, Yubo Fan and Ming Zhang, decided to look into
this more closely, and created computer models of the birds’ heads.

34 They also filmed the woodpeckers so they could watch them pecking in
super slow motion.

35 They came to many of the same conclusions as Yoon and Park, but they
also noticed the importance of the shape of a woodpecker’s beak.

36 The top part of the beak is longer than the bottom half.

37 When it hammers into a tree, it bends down and back, absorbing some
of the impact.

38 The researchers believe that these discoveries could be very useful in
developing new helmets.

39 In fact, several helmet manufacturers are already searching hard for
ways to make ‘a woodpecker helmet,” whose modern origin dates back
to Franz Kafka.
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